Mike Burton

Availability of technology

Most of the houses at Discovery have fourteen Mac’s, loaded with MS Office and Internet Explorer.  We have a fractional T-1 connection to the Internet.  We have on shared basis, CD burners, projectors, digital cameras and video and a Mac lab with 35 computers.  It is a long term goal of the school system to replace Mac’s with PC’s, but this will take several years.

IVE and standards

Geology Explorer certainly addresses parts of Earth and Space Science standard D of the National Science Education Standards and parts of 8.5.1 and 8.5.2 of the North Dakota science content standards.  Geology Explorer could be used to teach concepts of the rock cycle, identification of rocks and minerals and mapping.

Geologic Explorer works well in attend to the teaching standards of the National Science Education Standards listed below:

TEACHING STANDARD B:
Teachers of science guide and facilitate learning. In doing this, teachers:

1.  Focus and support inquiries while interacting with students. 

2.  Orchestrate discourse among students about scientific ideas. 

3.  Challenge students to accept and share responsibility for their own learning. 

4.  Recognize and respond to student diversity and encourage all students to participate fully in science learning. 

5. Encourage and model the skills of scientific inquiry, as well as the curiosity, openness to new ideas and data, and skepticism that characterize science.

Geologic Explorer also supports the North Dakota science unifying concepts 8.1.2 and science inquiry 8.2.3, 8.2.4, 8.2.5 and 8.2.6.  In the few hours I have spent using IVE I have seen a real attempt to have students work within these standards.  While the content standards are important I am not so concerned that classroom teachers will deliver content.  It is the method of content delivery that may be the most difficult for classroom teachers and it is this area that I see IVE, as developed by NDSU, a wonderful tool.
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