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How You Might Incorporate National and State Standards Into Lesson Plans Using IVEs?
The current state of technology in our school is fairly good.  We have access to three computer labs and a wireless lab that can be utilized in the classroom.  We have both Macs and Windows based machines and are running a very fast Internet connection. We have access to burners, scanners and printers within our department. 

The immersive virtual environment lends itself to many national and state science standards. The virtual cell environment addresses the issue of standard 1 - unifying concepts. The virtual environment stresses the structure, organization and dynamics of a cellular system.  The immersive environment is a interactive model in which you exist and shape. By showing the interactions and the roles of each organelle, the virtual cell program clearly addresses the issue of form and function. 
The two immersive virtual environments support standards in a way that allows the students to experience the task as opposed to read about it.  Students become a vested part of the lesson and strive to excel.  While doing this, they are fulfilling the standards set forth.  

Through the use of IVE’s students use the process of inquiry to solve problems and integrate knowledge in order to advance to the next task or goal.   The process of goal and reward gives the learner immediate feedback that cannot be obtained via a textbook.  They write down notes on location of rocks and minerals and keep records of data to utilize for future events.  They plan their navigation and conduct tests in order to further understanding of the core material of the project. 
The concept of IVE is stepping stone to how students will experience learning.  They will have the opportunity to study the great pyramids, the insides of an atom, the great expanse of our universe, and the smallness of a cell without having to leave their classroom.  This tool will offer students the experiences a field biologist, archeologist, geologist, or astronomer can only imagine. 
